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420 Book Reviews 

Thesaurus linguae Latinae epigraphicae : A Dictionary of 
the Latin Inscriptions. By George N. Olcott. Rome: 
Loescher & Co.; New York: Lemcke & Buechner, Vol. I, 
fasc. 1 (A^AB), 1904, fascc. 2-4 (AB-ADIP), 1905, 
fasc. 5 (ADIT-ADTR), 1906. Each fasc. $0.50. 
It must be a matter of gratification to American scholars that there is 
one among us suflBciently courageous to undertake single-handed the 
Herculean task of compiling a well-ordered, complete lexicon of the 
more than -200,000 Latin inscriptions. Dr. Olcott does not confine 
himself to the Corpus, but searches every available epigraphic source, 
and includes inscriptions down to 1000 a. d. Such a work when 
completed will be of inestimable value to the philologist, the grammar- 
ian, the student of religious and institutional antiquities, and the 
archaeologist. Every occurrence of every word, excepting, of course, so 
common a word as et, will be cited. The names of living or historical 
personages are not included, since most of these are gathered together in 
the Prosopographia imperii Romani. There may be found here, 
however, all geographical and mythological names, as well as old biblical 
names, e. g., AAKON and ABRAHAM. The citations under each word 
are classified and subclassified, and are complete enough to show the 
relation of each word in its sentence. Whenever the provenance and the 
date of an inscription are known, this information also is given. This 
lexicon, therefore, is not to be a mere alphabetical list of words, but a 
work which may justly be regarded as supplementing the great The- 
saurus linguae Latinae, whose citations from inscriptional sources are 
necessarily limited in number. 

Dr. Olcott's work differs from the Dizionario epigrafico of De 
Ruggiero in being lexicographical, whereas the latter is rather archaeo- 
logical or institutional. The Italian editor seeks to reconstruct, supple- 
menting the inscriptional evidence with that derived from literary or 
numismatic sources; the American editor classifies with extreme care and 
elaborateness, and leaves others to interpret. Thus the article ACHAIA 
occupies in the latter's work only a column and a half, but in the former's 
work thirty columns. On the other hand, in the Thesaurus the list of 
inscriptions is complete. From A to AB (inclusive) it has ninety-five 
articles, while the Dizionario within the same limits has twenty-six. 

The longest articles thus far written are A-AB, and AD. Each is 
preceded by a "Synopsis of Arrangement." For A-AB this is the 
following: I, Forms. II, Unusual Constructions: (a) with accusative, 
(b) with genitive, (c) AB before consonants, (d) A before vowels, (e) 
joined with following word. Ill, Use: (A) Local: (a) denoting separa- 
tion, source, motion away from, dependent on verbs, transitive and 
intransitive; (b) denoting "voluntary agent" (and, by extension, involun- 
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tary agent), with passive verbs; (c) dependent on the verbal force in 
nouns; (d) dependent on adjectives and adverbs; (e) adverbial phrases, 
expressing distance from point to point (corresponding to ad, usque ad, 
etc.); (/) denoting location or domicile; (g) in functions, public and 
private; (fe) adverbial formulas, etc. ; miscellaneous; (B) Temporal. The 
classification is thus parallel to that of the great Thesaurus. 

Many interesting facts develop from a study of the material already 
collected. For instance, the Eoman grammarians (Charisius i. 232. 24 K) 
lay down the rule that a should be used only before consonants, and ab 
only before vowels and h. As a matter of fact, we see that in the 
inscriptions ab occurs before every consonant in the alphabet. This, 
then, is another "grammarians rule " (see Classical Philology I, pp. 47 ff .) 
which did not represent the actual speech. The question of assimi- 
lation or non-assimilation in prepositional compounds is another matter 
on which this work will throw light. Thus, we find adclamo, adcubo, 
adcresco, adficio, adflgo, adgredior, adquiro, but accubitio, accumbo, 
and both adflictus and afflictus. 

The Dictionary is issued in fascicles of twenty-four pages each. 
Five of these, reaching the word ADTRIBVO, have already appeared. 
Three more are ready for printing this summer, and it is the intention of 
the editor to publish at least four fascicles each year. Two years more, 
perhaps three, will be necessary to finish A. The whole, when completed, 
will fill eight or ten volumes of about 500 pages each. The speed with 
which the work will proceed depends somewhat upon the number of 
subscribers. 

The mechanical labor necessary first to collect this material, inscrip- 
tion by inscription, and then to sift and classify it, is immense, and its 
completion by one man must require many years of incessant toil. Since 
so important a work has been begun and so well, it may be a question 
whether it would not be wise for Dr. Olcott to associate with himself a 
corps of collaborators and so hasten the lexicon to completion. 

Walter Dennison 
University op Michigan 



Studi italiani di filologia classica. Vol. XII, 1904. 

The longest article in this volume, that in which, on pp. 11-120, 
E. Lattes discusses fascicles IX and X of the new Corpus inscriptio- 
num Etruscarum, can only be named as lying beyond the competence of 
the reviewer. 

A. Solari, pp. 1-9, gives a list, containing little of interest to the 
classical student, of Latin MSS anterior to the seventeenth century, 
found in the communal library at Leghorn. 



